
 
Draft Agenda 

9:30 - 10:00 am  
Welcome Coffee and registration 
 
10:00 – 10:45 am  
Keynote Speeches, including OECD’s Angel Gurria 
 
10:45 - 11:45                   Panel I  
21st Century Trade Dynamics and Global Value Chains: Insights from the OECD 
OECD work on global value chains has shown the extent to which trade practice has changed in the 
last twenty years as a result of technological change and a reduction in transport costs. This panel 
will set the scene to explore how insight from GVCs can foster trade policies that will promote and 
encourage trade liberalization in the region. 
 
11:45 - 12:15   Coffee Break 
 
12:15 - 13:30    Panel II 
Trade in Services: Mexico’s (and Latin America’s) experience 
Trade in services is increasingly a pivotal component of trade and a pillar of companies’ international 
operations. OECD’s recently published Services Trade Restrictiveness Index documents the extent of 
trade restrictive measures in the services which provide the great bulk of growth and jobs in the 
most advanced economies. Countries can use insights from this work to prioritize reforms and to 
better understand the benefits of rolling back duplicative, restrictive and burdensome regulations.   
 
13:30 - 15:00   Networking Lunch 
 
15:00 - 16:15    Panel III 
Fostering Investment: Policies for Changing Business Models 
International  investments  foster  growth,  innovation  and  sustainable  development. Although 
many countries continue to strongly support treaty protection for foreign investors, some are 
seeking  modifications  and  in  a few  cases  countries are  terminating  treaties.  This session will 
examine how investors promote trade and investment and discuss concerns about the current 
investment climate in in Mexico and across the Latin America region. 
 
16:15 - 17:30    Concluding Panel 
Towards open and diverse economies 
The year 2015 is a crucial one for international trade policy, with an active agenda of mega-regional 
trade negotiations and the Nairobi WTO Ministerial fast approaching. Against the background of the 
most recent developments, this closing session will provide an opportunity for the panellists to 
discuss how countries in the region can exploit multilateral, plurilateral, regional, and unilateral 
avenues for further trade and investment opening. 
 
17:30     Networking Cocktail 


