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INTERNATIONAL FORUM 
«Russia-Africa: Cooperation as a path to sustainable development»
March 14, 2023, 15:00
[bookmark: _GoBack](Moscow, Kotelnicheskaya nab. 17, room 228, Mixed format, Video conference, Trukonf platform, broadcast on YouTube)
The Russia-Africa Summit was held in 2019. The RSPP presented and approved the recommendations of Russian business aimed at increasing the effectiveness of cooperation. In July of 2023, the Second Russia-Africa Summit will be held,  at which special attention will be paid to issues of business cooperation.
Thanks to outstripping growth and significant development potential, Africa is becoming a territory with which hopes for the rise of the world economy, once supported by the countries of the Asia-Pacific region, are connected.  RSPP member companies are already implementing a significant number of landmark projects that contribute to the sustainable development of the African region. At the same time, in 2016-2022, Russia's share in the foreign trade of African states slightly exceeded 2%, which, of course, does not reflect the full scope of opportunities for expanding cooperation. The presence of African business in Russia, of course, should also be more visible. In a rapidly transforming global network of trade and economic ties, the opportunity to strengthen and expand contacts with long-term partners is of particular value.
It seems that progress in the development of business relations is impossible without the establishment of strong cooperation both with African partners and between Russian businesses in African countries; expansion, optimization and diversification of state support measures; development of the regulatory framework, monetary, financial and logistics component, elimination of various barriers to trade.
What can Russian business offer to African countries now? How to reduce risks by discovering new markets, and how to build relationships with African partners? What do African countries expect? What new development programs and projects are being implemented in Africa? What could be included in the comprehensive business recommendations for the Second Russia-Africa Summit?
These and other issues will be discussed during a discussion with representatives of business and government of Russia and a number of African countries within the framework of the RSPP International Forum "Russia-Africa: Cooperation as a path to sustainable development".




***
Moderator:
Irina Abramova, Director of the Institute of Africa of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Member of the Presidium of the Russian Academy of Sciences;

Invited speakers:
Alexey GRUZDEV, Deputy Minister of Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation;
Oleg OZEROV, Ambassador-at-Large of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, Head of the Secretariat of the Russia-Africa Partnership Forum;
Mzuvukile Jeff MAKETUKA, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of South Africa to the Russian Federation;
Clemens Handuukeme KASHUUPULWA, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Namibia to the Russian Federation
Tarak Ben SALEM, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Tunisia to the Russian Federation;
Jean-Baptiste Thiathie TINE, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Senegal to the Russian Federation
Jose Mateus Muaria KATUPHA, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Mozambique to the Russian Federation (without speech);
Ahmed TAHA, Executive Director of the Egyptian Association of Exporters “Expolink”;
Dr.Ladislas Prosper AGBESI, President of Pan African Business Forum&Lash Group Investment;
Viktor VEKSELBERG, Member of the Bureau of the RSPP Management Board, Chairman of the RSPP Committee for International Cooperation, Chairman of the Board of Directors of RENOVA Group; 
Andrey GURYEV, Member of the Bureau of the RSPP Board, President of the Russian Association of Fertilizer Producers (RAPU);
Igor SHAKHRAY, General Director of the Unigrin Energy Group of Companies;
Igor NECHAEV, Member of the RSPP Management Board, Chairman of the Board of Directors of JSC "MHC "Eurochem";
Rustam HAFIZOV, Head of the Innovative Analytical Center of PJSC Cherkizovo Group»;
Sergey EMELCHENKOV, General Director of the «Zyfra» Group of Companies;
Georgy  SMIRNOV, Chief Executive Officer of the Nord Gold Group of Companies;
Andrey  SEVERILOV, Chairman of the Board of Directors of FESCO Transport Group (PJSC "DVMP");
Alexander SHOKHIN, President, Russian Union of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs (RSPP).
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